
Monthly Newsle er  
Ciao a tu ! Hello everyone! 

Our next mee ng will be on Wednesday, December 7, at 7 pm at Father Nacca Hall. 
Refreshments will be served following the mee ng. Reminder that our mee ngs are 
now the first Wednesday of the month. 
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 Dinner/Membership Mee ng - January 11, 2023 
January is the month when annual membership dues must be paid. At the Wednesday, 
January 11, 2023 mee ng, a complimentary dinner, along with vino, soda and dolci 
dessert will be held for members and new members, at which me dues can be paid. Since 
the very first year of CIAO’s existence, we have hosted the Dinner Mee ng to encourage 
members to a end and enjoy dinner at no cost. It’s always a nice me to meet and 
socialize. Comments are always made with reflec ons of the “old get togethers” and how 
wonderful it was with family and friends. Let’s con nue the tradi ons we learned from 
our nonni - the old people. Invite a friend to join us, as our organiza on is very ac ve in 
our community, sponsoring many events of our Italian culture and tradi ons, and 
becoming known as an organiza on that gives back to the community. Remember that we 
are only able to succeed as an organiza on with your support of our ac vi es - even by 
just a ending our projects during the year. It is a great me for socializing and suppor ng 
the events that allow us to give back to the community. Grazie! 
 

2023 New Year – CIAO elec ons 
CIAO’s founding goal was for our Cultural Italian American Organiza on to become very 
vibrant from the very beginning, June, 2014. The organiza on con nues to be very ac ve 
in the community as many members and Board members equally have shared the 
numerous tasks at the annual tradi onal events and other commitments. All of these 
events/fundraisers held by CIAO have benefited many other not-for-profit groups. We are 
very much recognized in our community. On Wednesday, January 11, 2023, at 6:00 PM 
our monthly CIAO dinner mee ng will be held, a week later than our normal mee ng due 
to 2023 New Year’s Day being close to the first Wednesday of the month. 
 
According to our bylaws, it is designated at this mee ng to have an elec on of officers 
who will be serving on the Board. Following the rules and protocol, a Nomina ng/Electoral 
Commi ee will accept the names of any member who is interested in taking on those 
responsibili es and the involvement required in CIAO’s ac vi es. Any member interested 
can submit his/her own name to the Nomina ng Commi ee members. Commi ee chair is 
Sam Vitale, 315-406-4312; others on the commi ee are Dr. Anthony Tabone and Joanne 
Vasco Charles. Please note, the January mee ng will be on Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
at 6:00 pm. The very difficult mes of Covid 19 have affected us all in many different ways. 
Due to the pandemic, CIAO elec ons were not held. 
 

Buon Natale, Merry Christmas 
Ogni anno a Natale si rinnovano auguri piu festosi, celebrando la nascita del Signore, che 
dopo 2000 anni, il mondo Cris ano ricorda quell glorioso avenimento.  
 
Each Christmas season, renewed fes ve gree ngs  celebrate the birth of Jesus that a er 
2000 years, the Chris an world remembers that glorious event. 
 

Thanksgiving me CIAO dona on 
At the November mee ng, the Board and the members present were all in favor of 
dona ng six turkeys to those in need. That worked out well, as it was to be a perfect me, 
as Father Vasile Colopelnic of St. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Church,  mee ng Paolo and 
having a conversa on, explained that six families just arrived in Auburn. On behalf of 
CIAO’s membership, Paolo strongly suggested to Father Vasile that he should accept the 
six turkeys, to be shared with those families as they would gather together on 
Thanksgiving Day, for their new American experience. Another wonderful ac on of 
helping follow CIAO’s mo os: caritas (charity) cultura (culture). 



CIAO Cucina Crew News 

Pizza Fri e fundraiser for St. Albert the Great Academy  - On Saturday, November 19, 2022, the CIAO Cucina Crew was 
once again – last me for 2022 – kneading the dough/pasta, to be fried and served in a drive-through that generated a large 
dona on to the religious oriented facility of St. Albert the Great. The event was another helping hand by CIAO members. 
Grazie, many thanks to: the Casamassas, Saltarellos, Maria A. Len ni, Joanne Charles, Drs. John Ryan and Anthony Tabone, 
John Elice, Tony Gucciardi, and Gina Miron . 

CIAO Cucina Crew to serve dinner - The CIAO crew will once again prepare dinner for Tyburn Academy’s annual Christmas 
dinner for the school staff. It will be a special menu to be served solely for the school administra on on Sunday, December 
18, 2022 at the K of C 207 home on Market Street, Auburn. Buon Natale, Merry Christmas! 

Member News 

Get Well wishes  Auguri di Buona salute! CIAO extends their best wishes of a good and healthy recovery to our chaplain and 
2022 Honoree, Father Louis Vasile. As you are convalescing, dear Father Lou, our prayers are for a good, quick recovery, so 
that you may return to the priestly du es that you love and dedicate yourself to so much. Che dio vi benedica, God Bless 
you! 

Happy Birthday! Che piacere a gioia per Angelo D’Angelo per la sua celebrazione di 90 anni! A great joy for a CIAO member 
who is a legend in Auburn, as he introduced Auburn to Angelo’s Pizzeria in the ‘50s. Angelo D’Angelo celebrated his 90th 
birthday with a special celebra on on Saturday, November 26, 2022. Genera ons have come to know Angelo’s Pizza as they 
visited the pizzeria in the past and con nue to do so. Many thanks to Angelo and Ma  Bartolo a for their con nuous help 
to CIAO. Grazie! 

Benvenuto – Welcome to CIAO - A new member added to CIAO’s roster is William (Bill) Mammoli , sponsored by Joanne 
Charles. Nice to have you with us! 
 
Thank you to Sue Ga o for her help with the Ma hew House fundraiser! Her name was inadvertently le  off the list of 
helpers in the last newsle er. We could not be a successful organiza on without the help of all our wonderful volunteers. 

Dicevano I Nostri Nonni 
Words of Wisdom from our old people 

 
Dopo le feste, dolori di testa e sacche vacante. 

A er all the fes vi es, you a ain  
headaches and empty pockets. 

Italian Christmas Customs 
 

The Christmas celebra on in Italy revolves en rely around 
religion. Natale is described as the warmest and most 
celebrated of all the Italian holy days. Virtually every 
household has its own dis nc ve Presepio (a miniature 
reconstruc on of the manger scene). Lovingly and 
carefully the children take pride to build the Presepio; no 
two are quite alike.  
 
One of the Christmas carols most tradi onally sung is the 
“Tuscendi Dalle Stelle” (From Starry Skies Above Thou 
Comest). The song was wri en by the Neapolitan born St. 
Alphonsus of Liguori in the late 18th century. 
 
Christmas Eve is a most precious day for family gatherings. 
The special dinner is various fish dishes, including some 
pizza with spinach or potatoes (no meat). Some of the 
most served fishes are calamari (squid), Anguilla e 
capitone (eel), gamberi (shrimp), baccala (cod fish), 
merluzzo (whi ng) and alice (anchovy). Also served is 
linguini or spaghe  with clam sauce, pickled and fried 
vegetables, with an pasto served at the beginning of the 
meal. The dessert is a variety of homemade Italian 
pastries, cream puffs, cannoli, cassata (ice cream nut 
cake), pane one, strufoli (honey balls) and torrone.  
 
On Christmas Day, the children have a le er wri en and 
prepared for Papa e Mamma. In the le er the children 
express their love and promises to be be er. The le er is 
to be placed under their parents’ plates. Part of Christmas 
morning and a ernoon are to be for visi ng rela ves and 
friends to exchange the Auguri (holiday gree ngs). 
 
Tradi ons have remained because we have followed those 
who have taught us. Let us con nue our Italian customs by 
teaching those who are following us. 

New Year’s Eve in Italy 
 

Most Italians are sound asleep when Americans turn to 
television for the countdown at New York’s Times 
Square. Earlier, by five or six hours, Italians celebrated up 
and down the peninsula with a dazzling display of 
fireworks. Generally for this holiday, the town or city 
fathers haven't set aside monies for any planned event. 
As a result, ci zens do their own thing on their roo ops, 
balconies and street corners with handheld guns or 
fireworks. Though the fireworks are illegal and certainly 
dangerous, the Italian police find this law very difficult to 
enforce. 
 
In Naples, the Neapolitans  have their own unique 
tradi ons. The custom for the most part is to toss 
breakable items out the window. Pity those who might 
be out on a midnight passegiata. The Neapolitans toss 
bo les pots, pans, old clothes, even bikes and old 
furniture out the window. The Neapolitans carry on the 
custom of tossing out items to make noise to chase the 
demons away. 
 
On New Year’s Day, homes are filled with the abundant 
New Year’s Day feast. Each part of Italy has its own 
tradi onal New Year’s Day food. The following foods are 
tradi onal: roast suckling pig, roasted ar chokes, fennel, 
an pasto and arancini. Len l soup is very tradi onal, 
ritually eaten on the first day of every new year.  
 

Felice Anno Nuovo! 






	December 2022.pdf
	christmas in heaven combined
	christmas in heaven dec 2019 italian.pdf
	christmas in heaven dec 2019.pdf


